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LA NEGATION

A negative sentence (une phrase négative) allows us to negate a statement, express disagreement, make 

contradictions or deny the occurrence of an event or action. The most common negative construction in 

French is ne + verb + pas, although there are also other phrases we can use.

How to make negative sentences in French

ne … pas

Most negative sentences in French are formed with the ne … pas construction. The conjugated verb comes 

between the two parts: ne + verb + pas

Subje
ct

ne
Conjugated 

Verb
pas Participle Direct Object

Indirect 
Object

Elle ne montre pas le chemin
à ses 

amis.

Elle n’ a pas montré le chemin
à ses

amis.



LA NEGATION

Other ways to make negative sentences in French

in addition to ne … pas, there are other negative forms in French. They generally also have two parts:

ne … personne (no one, not anyone)Example:Je ne vois personne dans la rue.

ne … rien (nothing, not anything)Example:Il n’y a rien de plus beau.

ne … jamais (never, not ever)Example:Il n’y a jamais de fumée sans feu.

ne … plus (no longer, not anymore)Example:Léa n’habite plus à Strasbourg.

ne … aucun (not any, no)Example:Je ne connais aucun bon dentiste
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