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NELSON MANDELA : LONG WALK TO FREEDOM
STUDY-NOTE

‘

® ‘Long Walk to Freedom ‘ is the autobiography of Nelson Mandela, South African anti-
aparthied activist, national icon & the first South African President, elected in the first

democratic election in the country.

® The people of South Africa sang two National Anthems as a symbol of that day. Mandela
recalled that the reason for this movement was that Black-skinned people were exploited
by the White people. He said that this type of suppression of people of South Africa is the
origin of many stars.

® People must learn to hate first, because if they hate then they can be taught to love, as love
comes from the opposite circumstances. He also says that a brave man is not that who does
not feel afraid but who conquers it.

® |n life, a man has two major obligations. First towards his family, to his parents,to his wife
and to his children and second on the other hand obligation towards his country, people
and the community.

® Everyone fulfills his duty as per his inclination and interest. But it was very tough to fulfil in
a country like South Africa. When Mandela became an adult then he understood that his
freedom was only-an illusion. In fact, he was the slave of exploitation. He also understood
that not only he was a slave but his other family members were also.

® According to Mandela, freedom was indivisible for all. But the people of his colour and race
were bound in chains of oppression and tyranny. He knew that the oppressor must be
liberated just like the oppressed because a person who snatches another’s freedom is also
a prisoner of similar oppression.

® Thus,the oppressor is not free too and feels shackled in the chains of oppression himself.
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