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Introduction:

The Revolt of 1857 was also known as The First War of Indian Independence because It had made some
far-reaching Consequence in every field of India
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Economic Causes

1. Britain used India as a source of raw materials for its own industries. In turn it flooded India with
cheap machine- made goods from Britain. As a result, Indian industries suffered a steep decline and
millions of Artisans became jobless.

2. The land revenue policies of Britain were so high, both peasants and Zamindars found it difficult to pay
3. Due to Commercialisation of Agriculture, recurring famines and many suffered extreme poverty

4. Almost all the High post in the Army, Civil service, Police and Judiciary were reserved for the British
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A major cause of the outbreak of the revolt was the fear
among the people that the British government was
determined to destroy their religion and convert
[ndians to Christianity.

The British openly criticised some Hindu customs. Sati was banned, remarriage of widows was
sanctioned by law, schools were opened for the education of women, and they stopped child marriage.

Many Indian thought that the British were interfering needlessly in their age-old customs. The

introduction of English medium school especially by Christian missionaries was seen as a ploy to convert
Hindus and Muslims to Christianity.

Muslim leaders in Bengal started the Wahabi movement to protest against the rapid loss of power and
wealth suffered by Muslims in India. Persian- the official language of Bengal was replaced with English.
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Governor General Lord Bentinck had introduced many social and Economic reforms in India.

Military causes

1. Inthe Army Indians were not allowed to rise in their jobs beyond the rank of sergeant
2. They were not allowed to wear the mark of their caste on their forehead.

3. Anew act passed by British declared that the sepoys were forced to go abroad to fight wars,
though the Hindu faith prohibited them from crossing the sea.

MILITARY CAUSES

+ Low salary Bimmense

+ Highest post given to Indians discrimination between
was Subedar the British and the

* No special allowance was given [ndians.

* They were force to take pledge
for fighting outside the country
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Political cause

1. The conquest of India by the British had dispossessed many Indian rulers of their territories.

2. The British policies of annexing territories like subsidiary alliance and doctrine of lapse caused
resentment among the Indian rulers.

3. Once the state was annexed the Army was disbanded so that all the soldiers lost their job and
income.

Immediate Cause

IMMEDIATE CAUSE

THE REVOLT OF 1857 EVENTUALLY BROKE OUT OVER THE INCIDENT OF GREASED CARTRIDGES.
A RUMOUR SPREAD THAT THE CARTRIDGES OF THE NEW ENFIELD RIFLES WERE GREASED WITH
THE FAT OF COWS AND PIGS. BEFORE LOADING THESE RIFLES THE SEPOYS HAD TO BITE OFF THE
PAPER ON THE CARTRIDGES. BOTH HINDU AND MUSLIM SEPOYS REFUSED TO USE THEM.
CANNING TRIED TO MAKE AMENDS FOR THE ERROR AND THE OFFENDING CARTRIDGES WERE
WITHDRAWN, BUT BY THEN THE DAMAGE HAD BEEN DONE. THERE WAS UNREST IN SEVERAL
PLACES.

IN MARCH 1857, MANGAL PANDEY, A SEPOY IN BARRACKPORE, HAD REFUSED TO USE THE
CARTRIDGE AND ATTACKED HIS SENIOR OFFICERS. HE WAS HANGED TO DEATH ON 8TH APRIL.
ON 9TH MAY, 85 SOLDIERS IN MEERUT REFUSED TO USE THE NEW RIFLE AND WERE SENTENCED
TO TEN YEARS' IMPRISONMENT.

In 1857 the British introduced a new Enfield rifle which was smeared with grease. Before loading it one end
of the cartridge had to be bitten off. A rumour spread that the grease used was the fat of cows and pigs
which hurt the feelings of both Hindu and Muslim soldiers. The soldiers refused to use the cartridge
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Mangal Pandey who led the revolt was hanged.

Outbreak of the Revolt

On 9" MAY In Meerut a group of soldiers refused to use the greased cartridge. They were dismissed and
sentenced to imprisonment for 10 years. On hearing this other soldier stationed at Meerut and
revolted. ON 10™ May they realised the imprisoned soldiers, killed their British officers and marched to
Delhi. There they proclaimed the old Mughal emperor Bahadur Shah Zafar as the emperor of India.

Spread of the Revolt
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Tatya Tope
Hero of India's
struggle for freedom

The Revolt in Kanpur was led by Nana Saheb with the help of his commander Tantia Tope and Azimullah
In Lucknow the Revolt was led by Hazrat Mahal and Maulvi Ahmadullah. In Jhansi the Revolt was led by
Rani Lakshmibai. With the defeat of Rani Lakshmibai, the Revolt was almost completely crushed by the
British.

The end of the Mughal Empire

Under the command of General O’Neil, British troops launched a massacre in Delhi. Bahadur Shah
Zafar’s sons were captured and killed. The old emperor was exiled to Rangoon

In Burma where he died. Thus the Mughal Empire came to an end.

Bahadur Shah Zafar

(24 Ovrober 17757 November I3
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Reasons for the failure of the Revolt

1. Lack of Unity among Indians- The revolt did not involve the entire region or all the sections of
the Indian society. Many of the Indian rulers and big zamindars refused to join the rebellion.
Most of the educated, westernized Indians did not support the revolt.

2. Lack of National Leader- There was no single leader who could unite the various groups for the
revolt. The freedom fighters were not inspired by modern ideas of nationalism, Liberty, equality
and democracy.

3. Lack of resources- The rebels could not match the modern weapons and materials of war used
by the British. Though the Indian soldiers were fearless and brave but they lacked organisation
and discipline. The British had the railways at their disposal and an excellent system of
communication.

Results of the Revolt

1. The rise of Nationalism- The greatest consequence of the revolt was the rise of a feeling of
nationalism in India the common people were inspired by the leaders like Jhansi Rani, Tantia
Tope and Nana Saheb.

2. Reorganization of British Empire in India- India was brought directly under the crown.
reorganization of the Army

3. Queen Victoria’s proclamation- In 1858, Queen issued a proclamation which granted
unconditional pardon to all rebels and their change in attitude towards Indians.

4. Tenancy Act- the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1859 was passed to ensure the welfare of the people
that any peasant who could prove that he had occupied a piece of land for 12 years was granted

tenancy rights and could not be evicted from the land.

Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ataW-blolEY&t=596s

Conclusion

Lord Canning became the first Viceroy of India and India passed on to the crown from the British East
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ataW-bloIEY&t=596s
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India Company.
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