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VERBS CONJUGATIONS

Verbs are action words that express the action (He runs) or state of being (I am tired) of a sentence. They 

are one of the main parts of speech.

French verbs have to be “conjugated” or “inflected”; that is, changed according to how they are used. They 

have five to six different conjugations for each tense and mood.

The basic form of a verb is called the infinitive and is the name of the verb. The English infinitive is “to” 

followed by a verb, while the French infinitive is a single word with one of three infinitive endings (-er, –ir, or 

–re). These can then be further divided into regular verbs, which follow a standard pattern of verb 

conjugations, and irregular verbs, which don’t:

Types of verb in French

regular verbs with an infinitive ending in -er, such as manger,

regular verbs with an infinitive in -ir, such as finir,

regular verbs with an infinitive in -re, such as vendre.



ER VERBES

Pronoun Ending parler > parl- donner > donn- visiter > visit-

je -e parle donne visite

tu -es parles donnes visites

il -e parle donne visite

nous -ons parlons donnons visitons

vous -ez parlez donnez visitez

ils -ent parlent donnent visitent



IR VERBS

Pronoun Ending choisir > chois- Finir > fin- réussir > réuss-

Je -is choisis finis réussis

Tu -is choisis finis réussis

Il -it choisit finit réussit

Nous -issons choisissons finissons réussissons

Vous -issez choisissez finissez réussissez

Ils -issent choisissent finissent réussissent



RE VERBES

Pronoun Ending descendre > de

scend-

perdre > perd- vendre > ven

d-

je -s descends perds vends

tu -s descends perds vends

il - descend perd vend

nous -ons descendons perdons vendons

vous -ez descendez perdez vendez

ils -ent descendent perdent vendent
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