| ENGLISH| STUDY NOTE

NIGHT OF THE SCORPION
STUDY-NOTE

Night of the Scorpion 4—] Title: Deceptive. We suspect a scary tale of a
Nissim Ezekiel scorpion but it focuses on the people’s

reaction to the event.

I remember the night my mother The poet thinks the scorpion is just
was gfung by a scorpion. going about his usual business.
pF¥teady rain had driven him
. to crawl beneath a sack of rice. e
Alliteration Descriptive language
Parting with his paison - flash
of diabolic tail in the fiark room Simile - comparing
Onomatopoeia he risked the rain again. / peasants to swarms
of flies.
The peasants came like
and a hundred times
to paralyse the Evil One y
\ However, the villagers refer to him
With candles and with lanterns as the devil, representing evil.
throwing
on the

they searched for him: he was not found.
clicked their tongues.

Th i With every movement that the scorpion made his poison moved in
e of the A
2 Mother's blood, they said.
night are Previous and
it sti i next life.
e - May he sit still, they said
villagers are h 4
clumped together The villagers are very
as - makes superstitious. It is their
them ﬂq—-—-—'—'_'_'_-_-_ way of dealing with
the ordeal.
against the sum of good
become diminished by your pain.
May the poison purify your flesh
of desire, and your spirit of ambition,
they said, and they sat around The use of alliteration
on the floor with my mother in the centre, adds effect to the chants
the peace of understanding on each face. of the villagers.
Father's down to More candles, more lanterns, more neighbours,
earth reaction more insects, and the endless rain.
looking for My mother twisted through and through,
medicines and groaning on a mat.
remedies Alliteration
contrasts the =
villagers herb and hybrid
superstition.
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| watched the flame feeding on my mother.
Alliteration watched the holy man perform his rites to tame the poison with an
incantation.

After twenty hours
B ——__| Inthe end only

it lost its sting.

time helped.
My mother only said
Thank God the scorpion picked on me
And spared my children.
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