Chapter- 01

RESOURCE

STUDY NOTES

RESOURCES-

® All materials available in our environment which satisfy our needs are called as Resources.

® Allresources have some value. Value means worth. Some resources have economic valueand some
donot, butbothareimportant and satisfy human needs.

® Some resources can become economically valuable with time.

® TimeandtechnologyaretheimportantfactorsthatchangesubstancesintoPeople themselves
arethemostimportantresource.ltistheirideas,knowledge,inventions and discoveries that lead
to the creation of more resources.

® Eachdiscoveryorinventionleadstomanyothers.ForEz - Discovery of
fire & to the practice of cooking.
Invertion of the wheel resulted in the development of newer

modes of transport.
TYPES OF RESOURCES:

® Resources are categorized into natural, human made and human.

1. Naturalresourcesarethoseresourcesthataredrawnfromnatureandareusedwithout much

modification-air, water, soils, minerals are the natural resources.

® Naturalresourcesareclassifiedintodifferentgroupsdependingupontheirlevelof development and
use, origin, renewability and distribution

® Natural resources also called as 'gifts of nature'.
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(i) Onthebasisoflevel oftheir developmentanduse, natural resourcescanbeclassified into -

ACTUAL RESOURCES POTENTIAL RESOURCES
Those resources whose quantity is Thoseresourceswhoseentirequantitymaynotbe
known. known
Theseresourcesarebeingusedinthe Thesearenotbeingusedatpresentandcouldbe used
present. in thefuture.
Fore.g.CoalofGermany,Petroleumin the o

For e.g. The Uranium in Ladakh

West Asia

(ii) Onthe basis of origin, the natural resources can be

BIOTIC RESOURCES ABIOTIC RESOURCES
It includes all the living things. It includes all the non-living things.
For example- Plants & animals For example- Soil, rocks, minerals

(iii) On the basis of renewability, natural resources can be categorized into

RENEWABLE RESOURCES NON-RENEWABLE RESOURCES
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Thosewhichcangetrenewedor
replenishedquicklyarecalledas
Renewableresources.Theyare also
called as Inexhaustible

resources.

Thosewhichhavealimitedstock.Oncethestocks are
exhausteditmaytakethousandsofyearstobe renewed or
replenished are called as Non- renewableresources. They
arealsocalledas

Exhaustible resources

For e.g. solar and wind energy.

For e.g. such as coal, petroleum and natural gas.

(iv) Onthe basis of distribution, natural resources can be classified into-

UBIQUITOUS RESOURCES LOCALIZED RESOURCES

resources.

Ubiquitousresourcesarefound everywhereon the

earth. Land, water, air is ubiquitous

Localized resources are found only in

certainplaces, likecopperandironore.

(i) Thedistributionofnaturalresourcesdependsupon,numberofphysicalfactorslike terrain,

climate andaltitude(height).

(ii) Thedistribution of resourcesis unequal across the earth.

2. Human Made Resources:

Humanresourcereferstothenumber(quantity)andabilities(mentalandphysical)ofthe people.

(i) Theresourceswhicharecreatedfromthenaturalresourcesbythehumanresourcesby the

humanbeingstoproduceusefulproductsareknownasHumanmaderesources. Like roads,

machinery, vehicles, etc.
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(ii) Technologyisalsoahuman made resources.
3. Human Resources:

(i) Humanresourcesreferstothenumberandabilitiesofthepeople.Peoplecanmakethe best
useofnaturetocreatemoreresourceswhentheyhavetheknowledge,skillandthe

technology.

(ii) People are humanresources.

(iii) Improvingthequalityofpeople'sskillssothattheyareabletocreatemoreresourcesis

known asHuman resource development.

CONSERVING RESOURCES:

(i) Conservationofresourcesreferstousingnaturalresourcescarefullysothattheycouldbe

renewed and continue to be used in future.

(i) Sustainableuseofresourcesreferstocarefullyutilizingresourcesandbalancingthe

needtouse resourcesandalso conserve themforthe future generation.

(iii) Itisourdutytoensurethatall usesofrenewable resourcesare sustainable.
(iv) Thediversity of life on the earth should be conserved.
(v) The damage to natural environmental system should be minimized.

(vi) Therearemanywaysofconservingresources. Eachpersoncancontributebyreducing

consumption, recycling and reusing things.
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