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WHERE IS ASSAM?

Assam is a state in northeastern India, south of the eastern Himalayas along the Brahmaputra and Barak River valleys.
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INTRODUCTION TO THE AUTHOR

Arup Kumar Dutta

Born 1946
Jorhat, Assam India

Nationality Indian

Alma mater | University of Delhi, Lawrence
School Sanawar

Occupation | Writer, Journalist

Awards Shankar's Award, Journalist
Welfare Foundation

Honours Padma Shri

Arup Kumar Dutta was born on 2 July 1946 to Girish and Indira Dutta. He spent his early

life in Jorhat, in the tea-growing Indian state of Assam. At the age of 8, he was admitted
to The Lawrence School, Sanawar in Himachal Pradesh, from where he passed his Senior OI]M--M
Cambridge Examination in 1962. EDUCATIONAL GROUP
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INTRODUCTION

»The lesson is about two friends- Pranjol and Rajvir who are travelling to Pranjol’'s hometown Assam for
the summer vacation.

»Assam is known as the ‘tea country'.

>t has the largest concentration of plantations in the world.

»During their journey they discuss about the various ‘legends’ that are known to have discovered tea.
»The story tells us about the popularity of tea as a beverage.
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THE CHINESE LEGEND

»They talk about various Indian and Chinese legends behind tea.
»Rajvir tells Pranjol a very interesting story of a Chinese emperor who discovered tea by chance.
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EMPEROR SHEN NONG FIRST
DRANK TEA IN 2737 BC -
ALBEIT ACCIDENTALLY WHEN
HOT WATER WAS INFUSED WITH
TEA LEAVES
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THE EYELIDS STORY

»He also tells Pranjol another story which is very strange and illogical.
»This story tells us about the growing up of tea leaves out of the eyelids of a monk.
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Legend has it that tea was discovered by
Chinese Emperor Shen Nung in 2737 BCE. A
tea leaf accidentally fell into his bowl of hot
water, and the rest is history.

Pranjol is a youngster from Assam who is Rajvi’s classmate.
Pranjol’s father is the manager of a tea garden in Upper Assam.

Pranjol has invited Rajvir to visit his home.
Rajvir enjoyed beautiful scenery of tea gardens on his way to Assam on the train.
Both of them arrived at Mariani where Pranjol’s father was manager.
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8 crores cups of tea are drunk everyday in the world. EDUCATIONAL GROUP
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