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‘I hate this, said Raju again.

‘It’s all right, said his father. “The match  \hy do you think Raju's ;;
live on TV. In fact, you father said that he would =
be able to watch the match
better at home than in a crowdeg

stadium?

will be
will be able to watch the match better at
home than in a crowded stadium.

‘But I still hate sitting like this, said Raju.

Renju came in with some popcorn and chocolate cake. “Here, have these; he
said, ‘T got them just for you. You can eat while you watch the match on TV 1t
will cheer you up!

Raju smiled and started eating the cake.

"We will have to go now, son, said his father, coming in with his umbrella.

Twill try to get Sachin’s autograph for you. How about that?” said Renju to his
vounger brother.

Raju waved goodbye to them and let his mother switch the TV on for him
while he enjoyed the chocolate cake and the popcorn. He watched TV the
entire day. Then, his leg began to itch and because of the plaster, he was
unable to scratch it. He felt stiff sitting in the same position for hours.

‘I b ) . . . . b . . . .
don't like sitting idle; he said to his mother when she came in to see how he
was,
‘Never mind; she said, ‘It’s ight!
» she said, “It’s all ri

r ght' an event heard or seen while it is
Everybody seems to be saying that to me happening
today, thought Raju. *

I'do not want a rotten television broadcast
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|'|"""' Gy |";{ I'want to bhe at the match with dad and Rf:niu. [ want to

watchr Sachim lll‘l'/v"

i won the inatch When his father and Renju returned, they both looked

very pleased, o . o e < . , , , ,
“yl Hie father was smiling and Renju was chanting, ‘Indians are the
Leot! Tndians are the |n-',t!'

L |
Hey 1gul Thought o hat for you at the stadium, said his father,
1l you see Sachin? askeed R?!jll.

"Of course, sand [enju

- He scored 200 runs and took two important wickets.

Guess what, near the end of the match, he fell down while trying to take a

catchThey had 1o help him get off the ground!

I hope he s not badly hurt! said Raju. S0, you did not get his autograph?’

‘No, sorry. T will try next time! said Renju,

I'he next day, the headlines in the newspapers announced that Sachin had

mjured hisarm. He was out of the game for the next two weeks.

Two weeks later, Raju had to go to the hospital for a check-up. The doctor
wanted to see his leg and put a new plaster on it. Raju sat with his mother in

the waiting room.
"t is your turn now, Raju, said the nurse.

Raju went into a smaller room, where another nurse cut the plaster along the
side with a pair of strong scissors. After that, the doctor examined his leg and
said it was healing quickly. The nurse put a fresh plaster around his leg. His
mother took him back to the waiting room and sat with him while waiting for
the bill.

“I'wo more weeks, Raju, and you will be playing cricket again, said the nurse.
His mother had gone to another room to fix an appointment with the doctor.

'So, do you like cricket?” asked a man who was sitting behind him. Raju had

not noticed him. As his leg was placed on a stool in front of him, he was not
Jble to turn around. He turned a little and said, ‘T love cricket! It is my life.

One day, [ want to be a great cricketer like Sachin.
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Oh ves! He 1s mv hero! sad Ramu P Udin ;-‘: ' -'n.f o R .
Next person. please. called out the nurse
The man behind him got up and was now \ 1sible to Raju “Sachin' 1,
‘Mummv! Look, who is here!’
His mother and the nurse came running to se¢ what 21‘:5 ”-“”' Was. Whe
thev realised who it was, they were and 1 Dot know wha 1, .,
Sachin had come to the hospital to get his injured arm checked Rap Mirneg
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to Sachin and said, “Will yvou give me vour autograph? Otherwise my triend

at school will never believe me if I tell them that I met vou

"Of course, I will!” said Sachin. He wrote on Rajus plaster. ‘To Ranz. from D
hero. All the best,
Sachin Tendulkar’ He
chatted with Raju and
his mother for a while
before he went in to
see the doctor.

When the plaster was
removed from his

leg two weeks later,
Raju hung it up in his
room. Every morning,
he looked at Sachin’s
autograph before he
left for school.
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caught breath with an open mouth due
to astonishment

unable to speak clearly
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